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DETAILS

DESCRIPTION

Over time, the aquatic ecosystem of False River, a natural oxbow lake in Pointe Coupee Parish,

has been declining due to several factors, such as aquatic vegetation loss, increased turbidity,

excessive temperatures, and periods of low dissolved oxygen. The flats on both ends of the lake

have experienced significant loss of fisheries habitat due to increased sediment deposits.

Pointe Coupee Parish Police Jury contracted PEC to provide engineering design services for

ecosystem restoration concepts developed in feasibility reports for the U.S. Army Corps of

Engineers. This restoration project included several phases, with a primary objective of

removing shallow bottom material to a depth that would both enhance the water quality and

create an aquatic edge habitat. 

Service Type: Coastal/Marine Structures and Levees

Project Name: False River Ecosystem Restoration  

Project Location: New Roads, LA  

Client: Pointe Coupee Parish Police Jury    

Cost: $2 Million   



The False River Ecosystem Restoration project’s Phase 1 focused on the “South Flats,” a shallow
bottom area at the southernmost end of the lake. Its water depth at normal pool elevation ranged
from 1.5 to 4 feet. To improve water quality, water depths had to be greater than 5 feet; however,
alternatives for this sediment removal were costly.

PEC designed a 16.5 acre containment basin within the shallow flats and close to the area that
would be deepened by dredging. This basin created nearby storage for the most efficient dredging
of bottom sediments possible. The basin levee also created over 3,500 feet of aquatic edge
habitat. Once the containment levee was consolidated, hydraulically-dredged sediments from the
adjacent lake bottom were pumped into the basin and allowed to settle with flow returning
through an effluent weir structure.

At the completion of dredging in November 2015, over 4 million cubic feet of sediment had been
transferred from the South Flats into the containment basin. The aquatic habitat is now in the
initial stages of returning this area of the lake to its prominent past. 

PROCESS & RESULTS




