
PROJECT  PROFILE
Booker Fowler Fish Hatchery

DETAILS
Service Type : Site Development

Project Name : Booker Fowler Fish Hatchery

Project Location : South of Alexandria, LA

Client : LA Department of Wildlife & Fisheries

Estimated Construction Cost : $11,966,000

Funding Sources :  State Capital Outlay Program

DESCRIPTION
The Louisiana Division of Administration’s Office of Facility Planning selected PEC as the prime

consultant to design and construct a new fish hatchery for the potential restocking of waterways

throughout the state. The initial intent of this new facility was to restock the Atchafalaya Basin

waterways that experienced significant fisheries loss in the aftermath of Hurricane Andrew,

primarily with large-mouth bass, sturgeons, and catfish. The proposed site was over 80 acres of

rural forested land.



PEC was responsible for all site work, including coordination of all surveying for a complete
site topo, geotechnical work and design of access roads, major drainage improvements,
new utilities (water, gas, sewer, electricity, and communication systems), and tie in to all
new buildings and related structures. The project earthwork involved over 60 acres of
levees and the installation of a liner system to prevent pond leakage. Another major
component was the development and improvement of both surface and ground water
required to obtain and maintain specific water quality levels required by wildlife and
fisheries biologists for various types of fish species. The water treatment, storage, and
distribution system was tied into or fed over 70 individual pond systems: 55 one acre ponds
for final fish growth, 15 half-acre fingerling or brude stock ponds, and 3 conditioning ponds
to resurrect fish in poor health. The project also required a major drainage network for
maintenance and water quality issues. Water from Indian Creek reservoir was mixed with
local well ground water to achieve varying levels of alkalinity and pH. The site had a visitors’
center, maintenance/workshop building, administrative office, and incubation or fish
hatchery reproduction building. PEC retained JC Aquaculture as its sub-consultant to assist
with reproduction facility design.

PROCESS & RESULTS


